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ORGANIZATION BACKGROUND

The Ocean Challenge

“We need to act now to reverse distressing declines if this and future generations are to continue enjoying 
the many benefits we derive from our oceans and coasts.”

-  Admiral James D. Watkins, USN (Ret.),  -
Chairman  US Commission on Ocean Policy

An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century, September 2004

A Research Scientist and a Business Executive Recognize the Need

In 2005, internationally recognized deep-sea explorer Dr. Edith Widder and corporate executive Keith Paglen founded the Ocean 
Research & Conservation Association, a new scientiýc and conservation not-for-proýt focused on reversing the trend of oceanic and 
near-shore marine ecosystem degradation.  ñThe goal was to create a marine conservation organization with the scientiýc integrity of 
a research institute and the marketing power of a conservation organization,” said Dr. Widder, “It makes sense that a scientist and a 
marketer working together could achieve great things on behalf of the ocean.”

Dr. Widder and Mr. Paglen met in 2003 when they both worked at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution also located in Ft. Pierce.  
“Dr. Widder knew her expertise in ocean biology and technological innovation had the power to help reverse trends in marine ecosys-
tem degradation,” said Mr. Paglen, “Our mutual vision began with a passionate conversation and evolved into an organization that is 
ýnding solutions to some of the oceanôs most critical conservation challenges.ò

In 2004 and 2003 respectively, the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy http://www.oceancommission.gov/ and the Pew Oceans Com-
mission http://www.pewoceans.org/ released independent reports detailing the signiýcant threats the oceans currently face.

“America’s oceans are in crisis and the stakes could not be higher… 
Our activities… are altering and threatening the structure and functioning of marine ecosystems—
from which all marine life springs and upon which all living things, including humans, depend.”

-  Americaôs Living Oceans:  Charting a Course for Sea Change  -
Pew Oceans Commission, A Report to the Nation

Recommendations for a New Ocean Policy, May 2003

Both Widder and Paglen understood the ocean was in trouble but, “those reports were a real wake-up call,” said Dr. Widder.  
ñMany people are totally unaware of whatôs going on in our ocean,ò says Mr. Paglen, ñTo avert a crisis, we need to educate people on 
how they can be part of the solution.”

“Currently, there are too few organizations focused on marine conservation,” said Bruce H. Robison, Senior Scientist, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute.  ñDr. Widderôs scientiýc track record is outstanding, with signiýcant technological developments to her 
credit and a genuine commitment to advancing the ýeld.ò  ñWhat Widder and Paglen are doing is genuinely exciting,ò said Dr. Gary 
Machlis, Sr. Scientist, US National Park Service.

With support from the National Science Foundation and the Ofýce of Naval Research, the organization is using the latest technologies 
to develop high tech sensors and communication systems capable of detecting the presence of certain plants, animals and other factors 
important in evaluating water quality.  Such systems will report back to scientists and resource managers, so better solutions can be 
implemented against threats to healthy marine ecosystems.

The Ocean Research & Conservation Association is an IRS 501(c)(3) nonproýt corporation dedicated to the study and protection of 
marine ecosystems and the species they sustain through the development of innovative technologies, science based conservation action 
and public education.  The organization operates from its Duerr Laboratory for Marine Conservation housed in the historic Ft. Pierce 
Inlet coast guard station, operated by the Indian River Community College.


